Strategic Growth Plan
FAQs: Water Supply, Storage & Flood Control 

Are we in any real danger of a Katrina-type disaster, or is it just hype? 

In January 2005, months before Hurricane Katrina, the Governor called attention to the extreme flood risks that we face in California. While California is not prone to hurricanes, we are at risk of earthquakes, heavy rains and an aging levee system in desperate need of critical repairs and improvements. 

California’s Central Valley flood control system is deteriorating and, in some places, literally washing away. And a growing population is pushing new housing developments and job centers into areas that are particularly vulnerable to flooding. Despite the danger, funding to maintain and upgrade the flood protection infrastructure has sharply declined. 

This isn’t just hype or scare tactics, these are real threats. California experienced widespread flooding in 1986 and 1997. Today, there are many more people living in the same flood-prone areas. Some urban communities in the Central Valley are sandbags away from a major disaster. 
There is no other major city in the nation that is more at risk of a crippling flood than Sacramento. The Sacramento region has only a 100-year level of flood protection. To put this into perspective, when Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans it was considered to have a 250-year level of flood protection. Other river cities such as Tacoma, Dallas and Kansas City have 300 to 500-year levels of flood protection.
The Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan includes $1 billion for flood protection in 2006, but much of the money is for planning and mapping. Is this a good use of time and money?  

Most of the 2006 flood protection funds in the Strategic Growth Plan will be used for actual repairs and improvements – erosion repairs, levee improvements, critical maintenance and reimbursements to local agencies for flood control projects throughout the state. 
In addition to the immediate investments the Governor is making to protect our communities against floods, the Strategic Growth Plan includes a small component to perform studies so that our repair dollars are spent where they are most needed. 
Funds are also included to develop maps that will help homeowners and businesses better understand the flood risk they may face. These are important components of the Governor’s proposal and will ensure that our investments are sound and effective.

Why do “studies” take so much time? If we need levee improvements and additional water storage now, then why doesn’t the Governor propose reforms to eliminate these studies?

Strategic engineering evaluations are necessary to assure that we are spending public dollars wisely and effectively. For example, it is not always possible to locate the weak spots in a levee by looking at the surface. Sometime it is necessary to take core samples from the levee at intervals along its length to find the spots most likely to fail and cause flooding. 
Complying with environmental regulations also requires time and planning. The Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan includes proposals to speed this compliance process by establishing mitigation banks, which allow for environmental compliance steps to be taken in advance so there is no project delay.
Republicans are calling for the Governor to ease environmental regulations to help cut costs and speed up projects? Is that something he’s considering?

The Administration is looking for common-sense solutions that strike a balance between protecting the environment, and holding the government accountable for using taxpayer dollars wisely. We want to pursue policies that deliver these badly-needed projects in a timely, cost-effective and environmentally responsible manner. We can increase flood protection without sacrificing the environmental values of our rivers and streams. 
Are flood control funds distributed equally throughout the state?

The Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan includes funding for flood control projects throughout the state. One-quarter of the total flood control funds for 2006, $250 million, is reserved for “flood control subventions” that reimburse local agencies for projects that are not part of the State-federal levee system in the Central Valley. 
An additional $210 million will be invested in the Delta, which is critical to the water supply of the San Joaquin Valley and Southern California. Two-thirds of California’s fresh water comes from Northern and Central California, providing drinking water for Southern California and protecting us from salt water intrusion.
Significant funding is dedicated to repair and improve levees in the Central Valley, reflecting the severe flood risk faced by residents. The courts have held the state liable for flood damages in the Central Valley, so improvements to these levees will benefit taxpayers throughout the state. 
What is the process for selecting flood control projects? How do we get projects onto the list? 

The Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan will rely on existing methods of identifying and funding flood control projects. In general, flood control projects will be funded through programs such as the State Flood Control Subventions Program, the Reclamation Board’s Capital Outlay Program, and the Delta Special Projects Program. 
The details of funding distribution have not been determined, but the Department of Water Resources is responsible for establishing regulations or guidelines to ensure that the specified goals of the Strategic Growth Plan are reached. Projects typically originate at the local government or reclamation district level. 
The Strategic Growth Plan proposes to use a huge inflow of federal funding. How can we rely on the federal government to meet their funding obligation?

Historically, the federal government has made beneficial cost-share agreements with the state. Investments made in the past have been met with federal funds. In addition to a history of cost sharing, the federal government is acutely aware of the potential dangers of a major flood here in California. The Katrina disaster captured the attention of lawmakers throughout the nation and has strengthened the federal commitment to flood control.

Members of the California Congressional delegation are well aware of the flood risk to our state. The Governor is confident that they will be successful in securing a federal commitment to secure our levees.

How will water management funds be distributed? How do I get my local project funded?

The Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan will generate $29 billion in water management investments over the next ten years, stimulated by significant direct funding to regions for water management programs. Instead of forcing agencies to submit specific projects for funding, the Strategic Growth Plan encourages water agencies and others within a region of the state to work together on a regional plan. Then the region can determine its own priorities for funding. 
Each region of the state is guaranteed its share of funding, so no part of the state can get more than its share. If a region does not develop its own regional water management plan, state funding will still be available for projects, through competitive grant processes. 

Why is the Strategic Growth Plan forcing local water agencies into larger regional planning groups?
The Strategic Growth Plan encourages regional planning because a regional perspective will help water agencies meet their demands and manage water more effectively. Regional grants encourage local water agencies to join forces, pooling together resources, personnel and experience in order to reach their shared goals.

By offering regional management grants, the Strategic Growth Plan is proposing to change the way California develops and funds water projects throughout the state. Integrated regional planning connects surface water management, groundwater management, protection of watersheds and water quality, and environmental stewardship. By working together, local water agencies are better able to serve consumers more efficiently and effectively.

In many regions throughout California, local agencies are proving the success of integrated regional management. There are more than 3,700 different water agencies in the state which manage groundwater storage, water recycling, sanitation, surface storage, irrigation and other water-related services. The Strategic Growth Plan will encourage these agencies to work more collaboratively to stretch tax dollars and water resources.

For example, the Santa Ana Watershed Project is a model of integrated regional water management. Working collaboratively to meet their shared goals, flood control operators, water supply facilities, water quality agencies and sanitation districts all work together to manage resources in a comprehensive manner. They have been successful because instead of competing for limited resources or litigating over critical needs, they have developed a regional operation that benefits everyone equally.

Why is the Governor proposing a new fee on water in the Strategic Growth Plan?

The Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan includes a proposal to impose a small fee on water users to develop a stable source of funding to support a safe, quality and plentiful water supply into the future. The Water Resource Investment Fund is an important pay-as-you-go source that will create funding stability and enhancing predictability. 

Why is the new water fee not based on volume?

[Answer coming from DWR]

Why will the state keep part of the fees collected?  Shouldn’t all the funds come to the regions?

The Strategic Growth Plan proposes to return half of the fees back to the regions. Additional funds will be used for targeted regional grants, to match federal grants to communities, or to fund projects that span two regions. In total, at least two-thirds of the funds will go back to local communities. 
State funding will be used for projects that regions could not accomplish on their own. Examples include funding for new surface storage, and research to improve desalination technology. 

Why does the Strategic Growth Plan include funding for new dams? Can’t we just conserve more water instead?  
We need to do both, and a whole lot more. The Strategic Growth Plan is based on the new California Water Plan, which identifies two dozen different water management strategies that can be implemented at the regional level, or by the state. Every strategy is like a different tool in a water manager’s tool box. Water conservation and new dams are two of these strategies. 
Water conservation will be an increasingly important part of water management in every region of the state. Conservation can reduce demand and stretch existing supplies. 
A new dam and reservoir is a different tool, and can help with different aspects of water management. A new dam can capture additional supplies for drought years, or can be used in normal years so that groundwater can be saved for use in droughts. A dam can also be used to release water to improve water quality downstream, or provide additional flows for fish. 
In the future, reservoirs may help us cope with the effects of global climate change. While scientists are still studying the possible impacts, some climate scientists are predicting that in the next 50 years, snow pack will be reduced 10 to 40 percent. Warmer weather would mean more flooding in the winter, and less run-off from snow in the spring. Expanding water storage facilities can help prevent winter flooding and allow us to capture water that would otherwise be stored as snow.

Do we really need to build more dams? Isn’t this harmful for the environment?

If a new dam is built and operated properly, the environmental benefits can far outweigh the impacts. Water supplies from a new dam can be used for river restoration or to improve conditions for fish downstream. That is why the Strategic Growth Plan includes some state funding for new reservoirs. Additional funding to construct new reservoirs must come from others who will benefit from the increased water supply or other benefits of the new reservoirs.
Why isn’t there more in the Strategic Growth Plan for parks?

Recent bonds have invested a lot of money for parks. The state is focusing on maintaining the parks that we already have. The Strategic Growth Plan includes $215 million to repair and improve our state parks, and invests $700 million for resource stewardship and ecosystem restoration.

Governor Schwarzenegger has commissioned more land for protection than any other Governor in history. Since taking office, he established the Sierra Nevada Conservancy, placing 25 million acres under conservation management. He helped protect 13 miles of coastline and 128 square miles of rangeland near Hearst Castle. And he signed legislation to protect the Cache Creek River Basin in Northern California. 
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